Lupus optic neuritis with negative serology.
A 56-year-old woman with a 12-year history of systemic lupus erythematosus presented with severe optic-disc swelling and blepharitis. At the same time, she developed acute pancreatitis and ultimately died of gram-negative sepsis. Although it appeared that the ocular and systemic disorders were manifestations of lupus, her serum antinuclear antibody and complement levels remained normal throughout her hospital course. Optic neuritis may be secondary to lupus, but the diagnosis is difficult to make when the serology is negative.